
 

     What Makes a Good Song? 
                     

 

                             

                             “As a singer-songwriter, what I do is write  

                              about how the human feels.”   Bjork 
 

 
Everybody has a favourite song that they like, enjoy, listen to and often 
it means something special to them. More often than not, it reminds 
them of a special moment or memory. Many people have several 
favourite songs and apps such as Spotify®, iTunes® and 
Soundcloud® make it easy to group our favourite songs together in 
‘playlists’, so they are all in one accessible place. 
  
But what makes our favourite songs better than the millions of other 
songs ever written? Often, it is the visual aspect of the song’s 
performance that we enjoy: eye-catching videos, good looking artists 
or band members, talented singers and instrumentalists, catchy tunes 
(MELODIES) or meaningful words (LYRICS). It will most definitely be  
a song that we can easily sing along to.  
 
We often classify songs as ‘good’ if they contain a ‘catchy bit’ which 
is easily remembered. This ‘catchy bit’ of the song, which we often 
sing or hum from memory and is that part that ‘everyone knows’, is 
called the HOOK. A hook is often short and repeated in different 
places throughout the song. An example of this is the ‘oh, oh, oh….’ 
part in ‘Single Ladies’ by Beyoncé. Popular songs also contain 
RIFFS: a repeated musical pattern which again makes the song 
memorable. An example of a famous riff is the repeated bass riff at 
the start of ‘Bad Guy’ by Billie Eilish. 
 
Often, it is the words, or lyrics, of a song sung by the lead singer or 
backing singers, that mean something to us and are the reason why 
we like certain songs more than others. They might well be lyrics 
that we can ‘relate’ to.  
 

Most popular songs start with an INTRODUCTION (often shortened 
to ‘intro’), which occurs at the start of a song and is the first section 
of music we hear. This sets the mood of the  
song and is sometimes, but not always, an  
instrumental using the song’s CHORD  



PATTERN. Popular songs normally have several VERSES. Verses 
introduce the song’s theme and have the same melody but different 
lyrics for each verse which helps develop the song’s narrative and 
story. Songs made up entirely of verses are called STROPHIC.  
 
Some songs have a PRE-CHORUS which is a section of music that 
occurs before the main CHORUS of the song which helps move the 
music forward and prepare for the chorus. The CHORUS occurs 
several times within a song and often contains the most memorable 
vocal hook. The chorus (also called REFRAIN) relays the message 
of the song and is repeated with the same melody and lyrics each 
time it is heard. In popular songs, the chorus is repeated throughout 
and is often repeated several times towards the end of the song.  

 
The MIDDLE 8 or BRIDGE section offers musical contrast and often 
features an instrumental or vocal solo using new musical material 
allowing the performer to display their technical skill on their 
instrument or voice. 
  
The CODA (often shortened to ‘outro’) is the final section of a song 
which brings the song to a close. ‘Coda’ is Italian for ‘tail’.  
 

Questions: 
 
1.  List some of the reasons that make songs popular. 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 

 
2.  Pick one key word (in bold) and describe what it means. 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
3. If you had to pick ONE song as your favourite of all time, what song 
would it be and why? 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
 



 

 


