Curriculum Intent - Media

Curriculum Priorities

The Media Curriculum at Nottingham Girls’ Academy is designed to develop subject specific
knowledge as well as play its part in developing cross-curricular skills and personal qualities.
The curriculum develops subject specific terminology whilst analysing representation with
media texts from various platforms. Through this analysis pupils are encouraged to engage
with each other to discuss the role of media texts in our understanding of diversity and the
evolving world. NGA is wonderfully diverse community, of which we are proud, and our set
texts in media help to celebrate the diversity, regardless of race, class, gender or sexuality.

Media has very close links with English, especially in terms of communication, ideas and
critical thinking. Pupils are taught to interpret media in all its forms, understand its
development and crucially, examine how media defines our place in the world through the
mass communication platforms studied. We look at the importance of the media and its
pervasive effect in modern society, especially in terms of ideology.

Modern, up to date knowledge is acquired via the study of modern texts; pupils explore the
relevance of texts and how messages are communicated to an audience. Such exploration
allows the deciphering and decoding of cultural, socio- political and ideological messages and
values, an essential skill in a C21st world which is driven by the media, digital communication
and the visual image.

Media is a truly contemporary subject which is relevant to all our pupils' lives. The media
saturates everything we do in the developed world in the 21st Century. Giving pupils the tools
to analyse and critique the media affords them the chance to see the ways in which the media
pervades their lives and ultimately empowers them to evaluate and decide on their own
perspective.

Knowledge

By the end of Key Stage 4 we want pupils to have:




For those who study this subject at Key Stage 5 we want students to have:

Skills

The skills we aim to develop are:
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For example:




Qualities

The qualities we aim to develop are:
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For example:




Curriculum Principles
Sequencing, Learning and Assessment

Our curriculum has been structured to take into account the cognitive science of how we
learn. Key knowledge is covered sequentially and deliberately revisited and built upon.
Spaced practice and retrieval are a feature of the curriculum structure.

This is further reinforced by:

e Learning Challenge: a purely formative assessment to help evaluate, and then
reshape learning and address misconceptions at the end of each unit.

e Learning Consolidation: a summative assessment, taken at a planned interval from
the end of the unit, to help evaluate retention of learning in the long-term memory.

Cultural Capital

Cultural capital is developed throughout the curriculum with deliberate opportunities for all
pupils (but especially disadvantaged pupils) to experience aspects of the taught curriculum
through trips, events and activities and broaden their horizons.

For example:

e Regular cinema trips to local film festivals including IntoFilm Festival and the BFlI
Festival.

e The opportunity to be part of Film Elite and be part of a filming production team for
key events in school.

e Director talks within key cinema trips as part of film festivals, and directors invited in
to school for question and answer sessions eg Shane Meadows, Deborah Haywood.

Equality

We want our curriculum to reflect what it means to be a young, British woman today; for our
pupils to know about the struggle and sacrifice that has led to the freedom and opportunity
they have. We want them to know about their heritage and culture, and that of others in our
community, enabling them to celebrate it and contribute to the progress of democracy as
global citizens. We therefore regularly review and consult on the equality of our curriculum.

For example:

e Equality is explored through the comparison of historical texts to modern day media
texts. In media we look at the development of adverts and the inequality of genders
depicted during the 1950’s and how this has gradually been rectified over time
whilst looking at contemporary adverts.

e Equality is explored through the variety of texts on screen such as TV shows, music
videos and films and their representation of age, gender and ethnicity. Pupils are
encouraged to consider the developing nature of the media on audiences and how
the perception of representation may be positive or negative. Pupils are taught to
analyse meaning created by media language within texts.



Careers and Employability

To support our pupils growing understanding of how our subject might support them with
employment, we plan in explicit links between their subject area and possible career
pathways. Examples of the careers and sectors we highlight are:




