Curriculum Intent - Geography

Curriculum Priorities

The Geography Curriculum at Nottingham Girls’ Academy is designed to develop subject
specific knowledge as well as play its part in developing cross-curricular skills and personal
qualities.

We are an inner-city school in the Midlands and are multiculturally diverse. However, our
pupils” experiences of life outside of the city of Nottingham can be limited. Our Geography
curriculum aims to expose and enthuse our pupils to a wide range of places within the UK and
the wider world across all key stages, which begins with our opening topic in Year 7; ‘Fantastic
Places, Amazing Spaces’.

We want to equip our pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and
natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key
physical and human processes. As pupils progress from KS3 to KS5, we aim to grow their
knowledge and deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human
processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. This then allows
them to question and evaluate the changing world around them, and value their own
important role within society.

61% of pupils have English as an additional language and 22% have additional learning needs.
Therefore, we aim for our lessons to include a wide range of strategies and skills, such as the
use of physical actions, paired and group discussions, visual cues and non-written creative
tasks that allow us to help pupils’ build confidence with using geographical language and
develop their literacy skills.

Our Geography curriculum also aims to equip pupils with the skills needed to understand, use
and evaluate a range of cartographic and statistical information, skills that can then be applied
not only within geography but when they interact with different media and information
sources outside of the classroom.

Knowledge

By the end of Key Stage 4 we want pupils to have:




For those who study geography at Key Stage 5 we want students to have:

Skills

The skills we aim to develop are:
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The qualities we aim to develop are:

Qualities
For example:



Curriculum Principles
Sequencing, Learning and Assessment

Our curriculum has been structured to take into account the cognitive science of how we
learn. Key knowledge is covered sequentially and deliberately revisited and built upon.
Spaced practice and retrieval are a feature of the curriculum structure.

This is further reinforced by:

e Learning Challenge: a purely formative assessment to help evaluate, and then reshape
learning and address misconceptions at the end of each unit.



e Learning Consolidation: a summative assessment, taken at a planned interval from the
end of the unit, to help evaluate retention of learning in the long-term memory.

Cultural Capital

Cultural capital is developed throughout the curriculum with deliberate opportunities for all
pupils (but especially disadvantaged pupils) to experience aspects of the taught curriculum
through trips, events and activities and broaden their horizons.

For example:

e GCSE and A-Level fieldwork

e Visits to Nottingham University GA lectures and virtual conferences for A-Level pupils
e Year 7 urban study on redevelopment in Nottingham

e Natural England — future project to be developed post pandemic.

Equality

We want our curriculum to reflect what it means to be a young, British woman today; for our
pupils to know about the struggle and sacrifice that has led to the freedom and opportunity
they have. We want them to know about their heritage and culture, and that of others in our
community, enabling them to celebrate it and contribute to the progress of democracy as
global citizens. We therefore regularly review and consult on the equality of our curriculum.

For example:

e We cover a range of geographical issues that influence and shape life in the UK and
around the globe. These include urbanisation, migration, globalisation, climate
change, the extraction, use and exploitation of natural resources, flooding and global
development.

e Pupils are encouraged to express their opinions and their own personal experiences
of human and physical geography.

Careers and Employability

To support our pupils growing understanding of how our subject might support them with
employment, we plan in explicit links between their subject area and possible career
pathways. Examples of the careers and sectors we highlight are:

e Careers that link with Geography or utilise knowledge and understanding gained
from Geography are diverse. For example:
- Urban Planning Officer
- Meteorologist
- Cartologist
- Hydrologist






