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Curriculum Intent -Religious Studies

Curriculum Priorities

The religious Studies curriculum is reflective of the pupils that we have in our care and of
our diverse local community.

Our intent is to equip learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to
positively participate in society and interact with people of all and no faith with respect and
dignity. Learners will explore and evaluate religious and non-religious beliefs and how they
impact the choices made by individuals through the study of the philosophy of religion,
religious texts, spirituality and ethics. Learners will also be given the opportunity to reflect
upon and articulate their personal beliefs, values and viewpoints in a respectful manner.

Knowledge

By the end of KS4, we aim for pupils to:

Skills

The skills we aim to develop are:
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For example:
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Qualities

The qualities we aim to develop are:
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How the RS curriculum contributes to developing this skill area:
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Curriculum Principles
Sequencing, Learning and Assessment

Our curriculum has been structured to consider the cognitive science of how we learn. Key
knowledge is covered sequentially and deliberately revisited and built upon. Spaced practice
and retrieval are a feature of the curriculum structure.

This is further reinforced by:

e Learning Challenge: a purely formative assessment to help evaluate, and then
reshape learning and address misconceptions at the end of each unit.

e Learning Consolidation: a summative assessment, taken at a planned interval from
the end of the unit, to help evaluate retention of learning in the long-term memory.
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Cultural Capital

Cultural capital is developed throughout the curriculum with deliberate opportunities for all
pupils (but especially disadvantaged pupils) to experience aspects of the taught curriculum
through trips, events and activities and broaden their horizons.

For example:

Careers and employability: Pupils review the skills/knowledge they have gained at the end
of each unit and apply them to a career that requires those skills and or knowledge. For
example, pupils may learn about the role and responsibility of a hospice worker after a unit
on Euthanasia.

Community cohesion and trips: Pupils are given the opportunity to access religious places
of worship. This is done on a local level for pupils to appreciate the diverse community they
live/study in and promote social cohesion.

Outreach: Pupils run a fundraiser to support a cause they feel passionate about.

Religious festival assembly: Religious pupils create a video collage of what a religious
festival mean to them and how it is celebrated in their households/cultures.

Guest speakers: External speakers are invited to present to our pupils. Religious
representatives will develop pupil understanding of religious belief and practices. Religious
professionals will also be invited to explain the modern-day issues they may face as a
practicing professional and possible solutions.

Equality

We want our curriculum to reflect what it means to be a young, British woman today; for
our pupils to know about the struggle and sacrifice that has led to the freedom and
opportunity they have. We want them to know about their heritage and culture, and that of
others in our community, enabling them to celebrate it and contribute to the progress of
democracy as global citizens. We therefore regularly review and consult on the equality of
our curriculum.

For example:

Religious Education naturally lends itself to a curriculum filled with opportunities to showcase
equality. Pupils discuss views around traditional and modern family and gender roles, sexism,
human rights and causes of crime including social and financial reasons amongst other topics.

Inspirational People | Pupils study an entire unit on the struggles faced by religious people in

of Faith Unit their fight for social justice. They study the likes of Malala Yousafzai as a
female education activist, and other figures that are relevant to their
context. Pupil are inspired to acknowledge other social issues and how
we can be part of the solution.
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Religious Practices
Units

Pupils learn the importance of equality from six world religions and a
non-religious perspective in their Religious Education lessons. For

example, pupils study ‘Zakah’ (charity) as a fundamental practice for
Muslims to promote social equality.

Careers and Employability

To support our pupils growing understanding of how our subject might support them with
employment, we plan in explicit links between their subject area and possible career
pathways. Examples of the careers we highlight are:

Social worker
Journalist

Midwife

Hospice Worker
Lawyer

Author

Politician

Public relations officer
Tour guide

Chaplain

KS3 - AT A GLANCE
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NOTES

e RED = Needed for GCSE (Religions, ethics and peace and conflict)
e BLUE = Requirement/recommendations of locally agreed syllabus of Nottinghamshire 2021-2025
e  Units taught in year 9 (2022) will have more depth than those taught in year 8.




