Curriculum Intent — Performing Arts

Curriculum Priorities

We want our curriculum to reflect what it means to be a young, British woman today and the
Performing Arts curriculum at Nottingham Girls’ Academy is designed to develop this as well
as subject specific knowledge as well as play its part in developing cross-curricular skills and
personal qualities. The topics delivered are selected to develop the pupils’ understanding of
the wider world and some of its culture and history.

The vision of the Performing Arts faculty is to engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of
the arts and nurture their talent as performers, and so increase their self-confidence,
creativity and sense of achievement. Pupils will be confident and creative, developing their
skills and enthusiasm in a safe and encouraging environment both in and out of lessons.

We plan and deliver an exciting, diverse and creative curriculum using a variety of teaching
and learning approaches to enthuse all learners. Through engaging lessons and extra-
curricular work, department staff will build positive relationships with pupils, becoming role
models in and beyond the classroom.

Knowledge

By the end of Key Stage 4 we want pupils to have:

For those who study this subject at Key Stage 5 we want students to have:

Skills

The skills we aim to develop are:
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For example:

Qualities
The qualities we aim to develop are:

2

o
"]

-I

L
Aspiratio

l
Toleran
[ ]
T
]

b
o
»,
o
3
o
[

I
I >
R—=
.z 28
kel H
] |
° I

For example:




Curriculum Principles
Sequencing, Learning and Assessment

Our curriculum has been structured to take into account the cognitive science of how we
learn. Key knowledge is covered sequentially and deliberately revisited and built upon.
Spaced practice and retrieval are a feature of the curriculum structure.

This is further reinforced by:

e Learning Challenge: a purely formative assessment to help evaluate, and then
reshape learning and address misconceptions at the end of each unit.

e Learning Consolidation: a summative assessment, taken at a planned interval from
the end of the unit, to help evaluate retention of learning in the long-term memory.

Cultural Capital

Cultural capital is developed throughout the curriculum with deliberate opportunities for all
pupils (but especially disadvantaged pupils) to experience aspects of the taught curriculum
through trips, events and activities and broaden their horizons.

For example:

e Pupils may take free peripatetic instrumental lessons, improving their understanding
of music theory as well as their physical and interpretive skills. Pupils can take
examinations and often demonstrate an improved understanding of music in their



curriculum lessons. All pupils who play an instrument perform in this Showcase and
develops pupils physical, interpretive and performance skills, which are used in all
Music units.

e Many extra-curricular clubs/activities are provided to improve pupils' skills and
confidence, which then has a positive impact on curriculum work.

e The annual school show and Dance Showcase are inclusive and allows pupils to be
part of a cast and perform their work to a live audience.

e InYear9, pupils have the opportunity to go to Nonsuch Studios to watch a
professional performance and take part in creative workshops around the themes of
the play. This will inspire/motivate pupils and develop their drama skills and
confidence.

e Where possible we arrange trips for pupils to see professional works. Doing this
enables pupils to see the works that they are studying which they can then write
about in their coursework. This also helps their practical skills and helps them when
reproducing the repertoire.

e Pupils have the opportunity to audition for our Gifted and Talented Dance Company
(G13) and choir. Pupils who are part of G13 and/or Harmony take part extra
technique classes and workshops and perform regularly throughout the year at
various locations both in and out of the city.

Equality

We want our curriculum to reflect what it means to be a young, British woman today; for our
pupils to know about the struggle and sacrifice that has led to the freedom and opportunity
they have. We want them to know about their heritage and culture, and that of others in our
community, enabling them to celebrate it and contribute to the progress of democracy as
global citizens. We therefore regularly review and consult on the equality of our curriculum.
We also have pupils from the Alternative Curriculum group attend Performing Arts lessons
allowing them to develop and grow in a mainstream class.

For example:

® |n Performing Arts we provide a broad and balanced curriculum where pupils get to
experience styles of drama, dance and music from a variety of practitioners from around the
world enabling them to know about their own, and others' heritage and culture, enabling
them to celebrate it. We therefore, regularly review and consult on the equality of our
curriculum. An example of this is the Jazz scheme of work that pupils study in Year 9, which
allows them to develop their knowledge and understanding of the origins of Jazz music and
dance and its links to slavery. As well as this, pupils also study a political theatre scheme of
work in Drama in Year 9 where pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of a range
of current issues such as protests, refugees, and moral dilemma.

Careers and Employability

To support our pupils growing understanding of how our subject might support them with
employment, we plan in explicit links between their subject area and possible career
pathways. Examples of the careers and sectors we highlight are:

® Set Designers/Builders, Producers, Office based roles (such as HR, Marketing etc),
Stage Managers, Costume and Wardrobe Roles, Wigs, Hair and Makeup Artists,



Lighting Technicians and Operators, Box Office and Front of House staff, Teachers, DJs,
Choreographers, Entertainers, Writers, Directors and Performers.



